
Pascagoula River Basin
Fact Sheet

•   Last unimpeded major river system in the lower 48 states.

•   Second largest basin in Mississippi.

•   Approximately 164 miles long and 84 miles wide with 15,045 miles of rivers and streams.

•   Comprises most of southeastern Mississippi (22 counties) with a small part extending into southwestern   

Alabama.

•   Drains an area of about 9,000 square miles and eventually empties into the Gulf of Mexico.

•   Major streams include the Pascagoula, Leaf and Chickasawhay Rivers, as well as Black and Red Creeks.

•   There are 11 federally threatened and six federally endangered species as well as approximately 13 

non-native species in the Basin.

•   There are seven wildlife management areas totaling approximately 368,651 acres and three Coastal 

Preserves totaling approximately 14,000 acres in the basin.

•   The Pascagoula River Basin, with an estimated population of 716,925, encompasses roughly one-quarter 

of Mississippi's population.

•   Greater population densities are found near the urban areas of Pascagoula, Moss Point, Meridian, 

Hattiesburg, and Laurel.

•   The majority of the Basin is covered by forest (59%).

•   In 1999, approximately 26 percent of Mississippi's timber production came from the basin contributing 

about $324 million to the Mississippi economy.

•   Agriculture accounts for about 21 percent of the land use, with two percent of the basin used for cropland 

and 19 percent for pasture.

•   The basin produces 75 percent of the Oil, 50 percent of the saltwater and 50 percent of the natural gas 

produced in Mississippi.

•   Fishing and water sports are abundant as the basin has approximately 1,680 lakes and ponds.

•   There are more than 86 boat ramps and public fishing piers in the basin.

Source:  Mississippi Department of 

Environmental Quality, Pascagoula 

River Basin Status Report, 2001.
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GERALD McRANEY
Narrator

Gerald McRaney's popularity and longevity are best demonstrated by the
fact that he starred in network television series for 18 consecutive years, 
all on CBS. He spent eight years as the irrepressible, yet immensely likable
private investigator Rick Simon on "Simon and Simon," he went on to

become the nation's favorite U.S. Marine in "Major Dad" and then was Russell Green on "The Promised Land. 
A further measure of his popularity is that both "Simon and Simon" and "Major Dad" continue to be aired in
reruns to this day.

Born in Collins, MS, McRaney became interested in acting when he injured a knee playing football in junior high
school and found the only extra-curricular openings left were in the drama club.  He majored in drama at the
University of Mississippi but dropped out after one year.  After failing an audition for a New Orleans repertory
company, McRaney worked in the Louisiana oil fields and on offshore rigs in the Gulf of Mexico.  A year later, 
he went back to audition in New Orleans and was hired as an assistant stage manager.  McCraney was eventually
cast in some stage productions and stayed with the company for four years until it was forced to close due to
reduced government funding.

McRaney moved to Hollywood where he drove a cab to support his family and finance his acting classes.  His
acting coach, actor-director Jeff Corey, cast him in his first TV role in an episode of "Night Gallery."  Four
appearances on "Gunsmoke" were followed by steady work in television movies such as "Where the Ladies Go,"
"Women in White," "The Law," "Roots II," and guest appearances on series including "The Incredible Hulk," 
"The Rockford Files," "Police Woman" and "How the West Was Won."

McRaney's numerous miniseries and television movie credits include CBS' "Take Me Home: The John Denver
Story," in which he plays Denver's father; "Shake, Rattle and Roll," a four-hour miniseries that chronicles
America's love for its music; and CBS' "Deadly Vows," among many others.  He has also
made numerous guest appearances on such series as "Touched by an Angel," "Coach" and
"Women of the House," to name just a few.

His work as a director began on "Simon & Simon."  One episode he directed dealt with 
adolescent drug abuse.  This experience prompted McRaney and a group of film profession-
als to form The Entertainment Industries Council for a Drug Free Society, an organization
that lobbies producers, directors and actors to communicate the dangers of drug abuse
through film and television.  He also co-wrote an episode of "Simon & Simon" and directed
several episodes of "Major Dad" and "Love and Curses," a television movie for which he
served as executive producer and starred alongside his wife, actress Delta Burke. He and
Burke have also appeared together in a stage production of "Love Letters."
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"The Nature Conservancy commends MPB on dedicating the time, energy and resources to this 
worthwhile project and thanks the funding partners who helped make it possible.  The Nature Conservancy is
pleased that MPB is committed to telling a round-rounded story of this great River - featuring its ecological 
significance as well as it cultural, recreational and economic values.  We also appreciate the diligence in which
MPB has worked to ensure the scientific integrity of the documentary's content, including consulting an array 
of scientists to provide the data and information presented in the film."

Robbie Fisher, State Director
The Nature Conservancy of Mississippi

"My very earliest memories are about Crooked Bayou in the lower Pascagoula River where my father taught me
how to fish for green trout using live shrimp and top water lures. The river was where I learned to swim and water
ski. My best friends and I hunted and camped on the river, and once I even fell in and almost drowned. The
Pascagoula River like nothing else connects me to the landscape and lets me know this is where I belong. I'm
excited to have been a part of MPB's documentary about the Pascagoula River, because now many others will 
have the opportunity to experience this special place." 

Steve Renfroe, Manager
ChevronTexaco
Moss Point Resident

"The Pascagoula River is the second largest basin in Mississippi and an integral part of our heritage and culture.
This precious and valuable natural resource is the last unimpeded major river system in the lower 48 states and it's
important that we work together as one community to protect it and the Gulf of Mexico it drains into."

Bryon O. Griffith, Acting Director
Gulf of Mexico Program
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

"The Pascagoula River can be viewed in terms of its economic impact, but it also must be viewed in terms of its
intrinsic value as part of Mississippi's natural heritage. DEQ is proud to have worked over the past 30 years for 
the river's preservation and we're now proud to be a partner on this important documentary that will help continue
that preservation."

Charles Chisolm, Executive Director
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality

"This river is a symbol of what so many identify with our state, lush
and diverse habitat, productive resources, and respect for our natural
heritage.  This film has the potential to inspire government and grass
roots protection of other fresh and saltwater ecosystems all over the
state and even the globe."

Phil Bass, Director
Office of Pollution Control
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality

Quotes from Funding Partners
and Producers
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"The Pascagoula River is one of the most biologically productive ecosystems in the northern Gulf of 
Mexico.  It provides essential nursery habitat for numerous important commercial and recreational fisheries 
species, and is highly valued for its diverse wildlife and great natural beauty. This documentary provides a means to
educate the public about the intrinsic value of the Pascagoula River system and the importance of preserving it."

William Walker, Executive Director 
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources

"Mississippi Power is proud to sponsor this project, which highlights the signifi-
cance and beauty of the Pascagoula River ecosystem. The Pascagoula is one of the
great natural treasures of South Mississippi, and all of us who live here must 
continue to work together to protect it."

Rex Kelly, Director of Corporate Communications
Mississippi Power

"The Pascagoula River watershed, including the Leaf and Chickasawhay Rivers,
offers some of the best outdoor recreation in Mississippi, while providing a home
for many of the state's endangered species. A biologically diverse assemblage of
plants and animals populate this wild corner of Mississippi."

Libby Hartfield, Director
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science

"My two year journey in the Pascagoula Basin has been an unforgettable one.  
As Producer and Photographer of The Singing River, Rhythms of Nature, my goal
has been to provide a visual passport to the unique character of this one-of-a-kind
ecosystem and to impress upon the audience the importance of preserving not
only the biodiversity of the area, but the culture and history as well. The natural 
condition of the Pascagoula River will be an important element in a brighter 
future for Mississippians and the world."

Kirk Charles Loy
Producer, Director, Editor and Photographer
The Singing River, Rhythms of Nature

"I knew about the Pascagoula River and the "singing" river legend when The
Nature Conservancy and ChevronTexaco representatives came to me with the 
idea of doing a short video to use in schools and for public education, but when
they shared with me the full story of this special place, I knew we needed to do
something much more and the idea for a major documentary was born.  Since then
through the enthusiasm and involvement of  a number of partners, underwriters, and supporters the program has
grown into an even bigger effort to help citizens understanding the importance of this national treasure. It seems
like everyone who hears the story wants to get involved in the continuing effort to preserve the Pascagoula."

Ed Van Cleef, Executive Producer
The Singing River, Rhythms of Nature

Quotes from Funding Partners
and Producers


